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MIDWEST RESCUE HELICOPTER SERVICE 
Statement by Member for Geraldton 

MR I.C. BLAYNEY (Geraldton) [12.56 pm]: Today, I acknowledge the tabling of a petition with 2 643 signatures 
in the other place to support the establishment of an emergency helicopter service in the midwest. The service is 
strongly supported by the Batavia local emergency management committee, the City of Greater Geraldton and 
other local shires. The proposal grew out of an incident on 18 September 2016. The local sea rescue group received 
a phone call from Hong Kong, from the owners of the Yun Mi Feng, to say that their bulk carrier sailing from 
Geraldton to China had turned back to bring a seaman, requiring urgent medical attention, to hospital. Had an 
emergency helicopter been available to lift him off the ship, he might have made it. Sadly, he passed away before it 
was possible to get him off. A dedicated helicopter rescue service is available out of Perth and Bunbury. A service 
out of Geraldton would service as far east as Mt Magnet, south to Badgingarra, north to Shark Bay, and cover the 
entire Abrolhos Islands chain. It would service places such as Kalbarri National Park, Highway 1, Highway 95 
and many mines, farms and stations. I acknowledge the work of Ian Dempsey and Ian Beard from Marine Rescue 
Geraldton, and the support of its 83 strong membership and 18-member committee. Special mention is made of 
the assistance with the petition by Lilly Robson. Medical specialists refer to the golden hour; there is a much higher 
survival rate for seriously injured people who get into hospital within an hour of an accident. I thank Shane Love, 
Vince Catania, Hon Colin de Grussa and Hon Martin Aldridge from the Nationals WA for their work on this petition. 
 


	MIDWEST RESCUE HELICOPTER SERVICE
	Statement by Member for Geraldton


